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TO: Democratic Candidate for Elected Office
FROM: San Diego County Young Democrats

RE: Endorsement Process for 2012 Cycle

Dear Democratic Candidate:

Thank you for your interest in seeking the endorsement of the San Diego County Young Democrats (SDCYD). In order to earn the endorsement of the SDCYD, candidates must satisfy the following requirements:

· Be a registered Democrat running for office in an area that includes San Diego County,

· Complete an endorsement questionnaire, and

· Receive 60% of votes cast at a business meeting of the SDCYD.

Attached to this letter are two documents.  The first is an endorsement questionnaire.  The second is a calendar of endorsement votes.

Endorsement Questionnaire:

· Please complete the endorsement questionnaire using MS Word and email it to Jared Quient (JaredQ@gmail.com), at least 1 week before the endorsement vote. Please do not send handwritten responses. 

· Your responses to the questionnaire will be shared with the membership of the SDCYD for their information. 

Calendar of Endorsement Votes:

· If the office that you are running for is listed on the calendar, then you are invited to speak to the SDCYD on that date.  Questions will follow presentations.   

· Our meetings are from 6:30-8:00 p.m., and are located at Imperial House, 505 Kalmia St
San Diego, CA 92101. Candidate presentations will begin at about 6:45 p.m.

· Endorsement votes for these races will occur during the meetings when the SDCYD hears presentations by candidates. 

If the office that you are running for is not on the calendar, then the SDCYD will not entertain in-person presentations from candidates for that race. However, during our April 24, 2012 business meeting, the SDCYD will vote on endorsements for any races for which we receive a completed endorsement questionnaire. 

Endorsement Process

· Candidates must receive 60% of votes cast to win the SDCYD’s endorsement.

· Any registered Democrat under the age of 36, who resides in the County of San Diego may become a voting member of the SDCYD 58 days after paying their $25 dues. http://www.sdcyoungdemocrats.com/join. 

· Endorsements by the SDCYD are governed by our bylaws, which may be reviewed at http://www.sdcyoungdemocrats.com/files/SDCYD%20Bylaws%202009.pdf. 

Finally, candidates are encouraged to visit the SDCYD meetings and events in advance of an endorsement vote. The SDCYD tends to endorse candidates with whom our members are familiar. 


If you have any questions about the endorsement process, please feel free to contact members of the SDCYD’s political directors committee.

Sincerely,

Jared Quient (JaredQ@gmail.com) (SDCYD Political Director)

Colin Parent (colin@colinparent.com) (SDCYD Political Director) 
Travis Knowles (travis.knowles@gmail.com) (SDCYD Political Director)

Matti Miranda (matti.m.miranda@gmail.com) (SDCYD President) 
Endorsement Votes with Presentations from Candidates: 

For these races, the SDCYD invites candidates to make presentations to our members. For all endorsements, we’ll invite candidates to fill out endorsement questionnaires. The Young Dems meetings will take place between 6:30 and 8:00 pm at Imperial House, 505 Kalmia St, San Diego, CA 92101.
· 75th Assembly District
· 78th Assembly District

· 79th Assembly District

· 80th Assembly District
· 39th Senate District

· 50th Congressional District

· 51st Congressional District
· 53rd Congressional District
· Mayor of San Diego

· 1st San Diego City Council District

· 3rd San Diego City Council District
· 7th San Diego City Council District

· 9th San Diego City Council District

· Chula Vista City Council

· 1st District, San Diego County Board of Supervisors

Calendar of Presentations and Votes:

November 28, 2011
Mayor of San Diego

78th Assembly District

80th Assembly District
39th Senate District

50th Congressional District

53rd Congressional District
1st San Diego City Council District

3rd San Diego City Council District

7th San Diego City Council District
December 2011
[No Business Meeting]

January 23, 2012
52nd Congressional District
79th Assembly District
February 27, 2012
9th San Diego City Council District

75th Assembly District
1st District, San Diego County Board of Supervisors

March 26, 2012

51st Congressional District
Chula Vista City Council

All initiatives voted on in the County of San Diego

April 24, 2012
Vote on remaining elections, without presentations from candidates. The SDCYD will hold an endorsement vote for every race for which we receive a completed candidate questionnaire. 

San Diego County Young Democrats Endorsement Questionnaire - 2012
Section 1: Candidate/Campaign Information: Please answer each question in this section fully and completely. Please return these questionnaires in MS Word format, typed, to JaredQ@gmail.com, at least one week in advance of the scheduled vote.

1A: Candidate Name:________________ Phone:_______________Email:____________

1B: Campaign Manager:______________Phone:_______________Email:____________

1C: What is your current occupation?

1D: How long have you lived in San Diego County? What neighborhood do you live in and how long have you lived there? 

1E: How long have you been a registered Democrat?

1F: How much money have you raised, how much do you anticipate raising before the primary (or general election if this form submitted after the primary), and how much of your own money do you anticipate spending for your election? 

1G: Have you hired a campaign consultant, fundraiser, and treasurer?  If so, who are they?  If not, why not?

1H: Have you ever held elective office before? If so, which one(s)?  

1I: Have you ever campaigned for elective office before and lost (or dropped out before the election)? If so, which office(s) did you campaign for and why did you lose (or drop out)? 

1J: How do you think the San Diego County Young Democrats could help your campaign?

Section 2: Yes and No Questions (Answer yes or no to each question in this section and provide explanations if necessary).

2A: Is there any public record indicating that you have been arrested or that you have committed a crime?

2B: Do you believe that persons of the same sex should be able to marry under the law?

2C: Do you believe that the U.S. Constitution protects a woman’s right to an abortion throughout her pregnancy, including after viability when a woman’s health is in jeopardy? 

2D: Have you ever crossed a picket line?

Section 3: Scale Questions: Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements by choosing 1 through 5, and provide an explanation if necessary. 

Answer key:

1 = Strongly Oppose 

2 = Somewhat Oppose

3 = Undecided/Don’t Know

4 = Support 

5 = Strongly Support

3A: The best method to close a budget deficit is to raise taxes and fees, not cut spending.

1 2 3 4 5

Explanation: 

3B: Government work should never be outsourced to the private sector.
1 2 3 4 5

Explanation:

3C: Public works projects should always be covered by a Project Labor Agreement.

1 2 3 4 5 

Explanation: 

3E: Environmental quality should never be compromised for the sake of economic development.

1 2 3 4 5

Explanation:

3F: Transportation funding should be directed mostly towards mass transit, not to roads and freeways.

1 2 3 4 5

3G: California should raise revenues to avoid further cuts to public education.

1 2 3 4 5

3H: Public employees should be guaranteed some government-sponsored defined benefit retirement security. 

1 2 3 4 5

Explanation: 

Section 4: Open-Ended Questions.  Please provide a brief statement in response to each of the following questions.
4A: Why are you running for office? Why should voters vote for you rather than your opponent(s)? 

4B: How will you ensure that young people in San Diego will be able to enter into good paying careers that allow them the opportunity to stay permanently in San Diego?  What can you do in your position, if elected, to improve the current economic climate?
4C: What steps will you take to develop and preserve a vibrant nightlife (i.e. arts, culture, bars, clubs, entertainment, etc.) in San Diego?
4D: If elected, what actions will you take to promote water conservation and increase water supplies?  

4E: Where do you like to get a burrito in San Diego?
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